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INTRODUCTION 
by Bernie McCarty 


Т great adventure characters in the comics were 


instant successes worldwide. The Phantom 

newspaper strip quickly became a hit in the 
United States as well as in Europe. In comic books 
Captain Marvel exploded on the scene in 1940, and 
publications featuring him zoomed to astronomical 
circulation figures. The Fawcett company retired 
Captain Marvel in the 1950's, but England, Australia and 
Brazil kept right on publishing their own versions of the 
character. 

There are two reasons for the success of such world- 
famous adventure characters: creative writing, which 
develops a personality and environment unique to the 
character, plus brilliant art, which amplifies the story's 
uniqueness in visual terms. 

And now, along comes AXA, a British newspaper 
strip which has become an instant success in the United 
States through its appearance in the First American 
Edition Series published by Ken Pierce. 

The first quality which draws attention to АХА is the 
dazzling art of Enrique Romero, creator of the 
magnificently endowed lead character. Combine 
Romero's art with the strip's two basic ingredients—a 
beautiful, swordwielding, liberated woman tastefully 


bared and a post-holocaust science fiction setting—and. 
AXA was destined for success before it had a script. 

The writing? At his worst scripter Donne Avenell 
is a solid writer, but inspired he wasn’t for the first few 
months of the strip. Worn out sci-fi themes of nineteenth 
century vintage were employed. However, the appeal of 
Axa bouncing her way through a world gone mad 
quickly caught on with British readers, and Avenell 
subsequently began creating little literary masterpieces. 

The second volume of AXA in the First American 
Edition Series revealed that Avenell and Romero were 
on the road to a classic team-up that could someday rival 
such famous duos as Lee Falk and Ray Moore (The 
Phantom) and Otto Binder and C. C. Beck 
(Captain Marvel). “АХА 3” was even better, and now 
here comes “АХА 4.” 

In case you came in late, let's review what has 
happened so far. 

Аха lived in the sterile, regimented Domed City one 
hundred years after “Тһе Great Contamination.” The first 
two strips announce Axa's intention to get out, to be 
“ес.” In the third strip Axa rips her uniform open to 
reveal her exquisite endowments, and the story is off and 
running. Axa easily escapes from the Domed City and 
encounters the usual sci-fi fare of human and insect 
mutants inhabiting ruined landscapes. 

Jon, a Domed City cop and Axa’s first lover, is a 
spineless wimp who aids in her recapture and return to 
the Dome. Once a captive, Axa breaks loose again and 
survives a wild series of predicaments only to be 
recaptured again. Or so she thinks. Turns out the Dome 
Director was just testing her. ““Тһеу were (C§(§?”” asks 
Axa. “Сепашу,” states the Director. **And so was your 
attempted seduction by that fool Jon. 1 am choosing you, 
rebel Axa, to undertake a special mission for me to the 
outside. Across the sea. A mission so dangerous that 
only a woman of your spirit could hope to fulfill it. You'll 
need this." And he presents her with her sword. In the 
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last panel of the first volume the Dome Director says, 
“Үои are free, Axa! Use your freedom well!" 

Axa's male buddies, and sometimes lovers, in the 
first volume are spineless Jon, rugged Matt and mutant 
Bart, forecasting a series of relationships with men who 
will aid her in her surrealistic journeys. The ultimate 
boyfriend will be picked up in volume three: Mark Ten, 
the protective robot. He (it?) might even rank second only 
to Axa as the strip's most interesting character. 

Volume two reveals that Axa's mission for the Dome 
Director is to act as a diplomat and to unite her own 
Domed City with the women-ruled Sea Dome. To reach 
the Sea Dome Axa must escape the Boat Men, a pirate 
band, web-footed surfers and reject a decadent paradise 
called Arkady Island where everbody is ancient except 
Jason, heir to the Arkady fortune. Jason and Axa become 
lovers and escape from Arkady together. As well as key 
male figures, volume two also introduces several strong 
willed women who are nearly Axa's equal in determina- 
tion and physical charm. 

Domed cities, above ground or below the sea, are 
not new to science fiction. But the Sea Dome іп “АХА 
2” is something special. Just before the holocaust this 
sea dome was established by а ''rich heiress...a 
feminist." She believed in the natural superiority of 
women. The state of the Sea Dome's society has 
degenerated in a century to the point where males are 
little more than slaves, some of whom are required to 
perform the duties of prostitutes. (How can I join up?) 

The arrival of Axa and Jason proves to be the catalyst 
that touches off a revolt in the women-ruled Sea Dome. 
The Sea Dome Controller, probably the smartest bitch 
that Axa will ever meet, wisely allows the departure of 
all men and women who wish to emigrate to the Domed 
City above ground. Her mission thus completed, and her 
last link with the Domed City severed, Axa takes off with 
Jason in tow to discover what “(ከር future"' has to offer. 

The true creative strength of the Avenell-Romero 


team is clearly established іп “АХА 3.” The first story 
takes place in the Valley of Mist which harbors cave 
dwellers, prehistoric monsters and robots, as well as a 
city in the swamp. Our heroine finds herself facing 
experimental surgery performed by a team of robots 
directed by the Doktor. But Mark Ten, the friendly robot, 
comes to the rescue, with Billi the caveman and Peter 
the scientist helping out. There’s a brief struggle in the 
swamp city, but the forces of Peter (science) win out. Axa 
has accomplished another good deed: ending the strife 
between the cave and city dwellers. One very original 
sequence in the story involves a bit of cuddling between 
Axa and Mark Ten, which makes Jason jealous. 

Ready to leave the swamp city, Axa asks, “Who said 
Mark was coming with те?” Peter replies, “Не did. . .1 
plugged a special emotion factor in his circuits... 
affection for Аха.” “Well,” Axa says, “іб I can love 
a robot, why shouldn’t he love те?” 

The next adventure is in the City of Hope where Axa 
and Jason will part company. It is now obvious that the 
land across the sea, referred to in the first volume by the 
Dome Director, is the North American continent. The 
City of Hope is Las Vegas in ruins with the addition of 
a huge arena called Nero’s Palace. You can guess what 
is going to happen. People gamble away their freedom 
and get thrown to the lions. The lions in this case, 
however, are bulldozers and jeeps. A new boyfriend 
shows up: Dirk the motorcycle gladiator. He saves Axa 
in the most exciting chase scene of the first three volumes. 
Villain Nero winds up getting crushed in the arena; and 
Jason, who had gone into partnership with Nero, gains 
full control of the casino operation. Since their love has 
cooled anyway, Axa leaves Jason behind and heads for 
the ‘next horizon” with Dirk and the ever-faithful Mark 
Ten. 

Our story begins 

Bernie McCarty is (among other things) the publisher 
of the Fawcett Collectors of America Newsletter. 
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7 MANKIND DEFILED 
Й THE ARDEN OF 


І A CENTURY 
AGO... 4 


JOY EDEN. 
PRED IO THE 
ANCIENT 


PAGAN SPIRITS OF 
NATURE ЕЗ 


BUT PERHAPS 
THERES ANOTHER 


SEVENTH Hi VE 
И садраў 
OF EDEN... PURE AND 
‘UNSPOILT, BEYOND 
THE HORIZON... 


THE POLLUTED GARDEN OF ЕРЕ! 
AN UNEASY MEMORY, AXA AND DIRK 
REACH A BLEAK AND ROCKY COAST. 


Î YOU'VE BEEN HEART- 
SICK FOR DAYS, AXA... 
СООР ТО SEE ሃር) 
NGRY. 


eta =. 
келисти 


= SEA 15 STILL WILD, 
UNTAMED? THE ONE 
THING ON EARTH THAT Ё STOMACH , 
MAN HASN'T RAPED! Да Ц WOULD BE BETTER! 


FIRST THING 

WE NEED IS 
SHELTER... THERE 
COULD BE А CAVE 
DOWN HERE 


ў THE GULLY. 


NO NEED TO BE 
SARCASTIC! 


WELL LET'S FACE II... 
YOU'RE NOT OFFERING ME. 
А FEATHER- BED IN А PALACE... 


NOT LIKE YOU. 
DESPONDE! 


Я MAYBI 
TIRED OF LIVING. 
IN THIS DERELICT 
WORLD LEFT 
BEHIND BY THE 
OLD PEOPLE... 


THE OLD PEOPLE REALLY 
1 DID А THOROUGH JOB ОМ THE VV 
WORLD THEY LIVED IN, DIDN" 
A THEY? EVEN THE SEABED ይ 
WAS CONTAMINATED! A 


рын LETS GET OUT OF ^ 
(7 יל‎ - HERE, АХА? THE BEACH) Z Y. 

2 ב‎ 1 SWARMING WITH ጫ ЕСІ 
|j ШШ > MONSTERS / ₪ Ў 


AN 


| 


| 


МХ 
ji 
1 M 5 
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ET | 


ТЕУ ТО EAT THOSE АХА? ° \ 
AND YOU'LL END UP AS d ЯВ “He 
A MEAL YOURSELF ! _ Ç К, HEADLAND... 


, 
i 

ў 

” 


оше CURIOSITY wit IL 


SNG AXA, ONE OF THESE 
AA f 


IT WAS JUST A 
SHIP'S DESERTED, 
1 THINK... 


ITS GHOSTS ባዳ 
לו‎ IORRIED \% 
ABOUT... NO LIVING |М 
THINGS GOING TO. Қ 
HANG AROUND A ያሽ 
RUSTY OLD HULK 0 
LIKE THIS.» 


AT LEAST ITS 5 IAS, THAT 
NO PLACE FOR Í SE, THEN? 
GHOSTS... S 


ል SCRAPING 9 

SOUND... FROM. W 

BETWEEN THOSE ҚҰ 
PISTON: 2 


IGHT, DIRK “Ў 
FULL- GROWN 
МАН... 


THEY'RE DWARFISH ... 
BUT FIERCE... HUMAN 


YOU HEARD LITTLE 


WE'RE DESCENDED. 
FROM THE OLD PEOPLE 
WHO SAILED THE SHIP." 
THE CREWMEN, THEY CALLUS! 


YOU PROVE THAT... 
BY GIVING US 
FOOD... 


‘STRANGERS ARE 
OUR FRIENDS ! 


THERE DRIED FISH... 1 
SAMPHIRE, OR SEA- የሰ е, Ё 
лээн 28 


FISH INSHORE А! 

HAVE TO SAIL 
IEFORE YOU А - 

HAT ТО THE 


THIN WERE MAKING А coastal 
ОВОС БО INSTANCE: TRIP ТОМІ 10 
Salt МӨН US? 


V0ს TRUST THESE 
СВЕММЕМ DO 
YOU, АХА? 


THEIR RESCENDANTS 
CAN ONLY SAIL ALONG THE 
COAST, BUT STILL TRACING. 
STILL PEACEFULLY... 


1 MUST ADMIT, 
AXA, THIS IS 
PEACEFUL. 


WAKE UP, AXA! 
WE'RE COMING 
INTO LAND, 


LOOKS LIKE YOU GOT THESE 
CREWMEN ALL LL WRONG, 


THEIR ANCESTORS MAY 
WOR, SAILED ACROSS THE 


YES: THEY'RE МОГ 
TRADERS ANY MORI 
THEY'RE PIRATES. 


50 Wi 
ERE сю ጨረረ | 


YOU'RE AS BAD. 
MURDEROUS ርፎ 


NICE WORK, 
WE CAN USE 
MUSCLE ON ТІ 


N E 
Ф WATCH WHILE THOSE PIRATES Y ს 
RANSACK A HELPLESS VILLAGE 


წ (GIVE МЕ THAT мове: А 2 ፻ БООМ GET THE 
3 YOURS : 7 Us DIRK ча В ч OPEN... а 
Ml: = 5 በኘ 2 


ል 6000 SWORD, THIS... ? 4 WATCH 
WASTED ON A WOMAN... А YOUR MOUTH, 
BIG MAN: SHE 
HEARD 


RO GLADIATOR, DIRK 
МЕР ON, ARE YOU, 
A FIGHT? 


ру OR BiG Y 


YOU'RE NOT LIVING IN. ғ BIG ВО 
: М HEART? YOU CAN'T 
FORD 


YOUR COSY LITTLE DOME 
ЮМ. AXA! THIS IS THE 
REAL WORLD? 


i 


FOOD IS LIFE! 
IT BELONGS TO 
WHOEVER CAN GRAB 
М. IT AND KEEP IT! 


sven ТО THE OTHER BOAT- 
+ SHED, 805! 


B/ SO THAT'S WHAT 
Ў THE CREWMEN ARE 
AFTER NOW... WOMEN. 


YOU WASTA WOMAN: זה‎ а Р”. 1 ИКЕ MINE DOCILE ^ THATS TOO 
LOOK BEHIND YOU 
А | - 5 < RME! 


YOU'VE TAKEN THE FISHER Y 
PEOPLE'S FOOD! ISN'T THAT. 
ENOUGH FOR YOU ? 


Г ломе THIS, COAST, 
—CREWMEN ТАКЕ 
"THEY WANT... 


COME HERE. MARY! THE CREW- 
MEN WILL KILL YOU + 


/ 


ЯД пе HIDDEN BEHIND. 
URTAIN, WHAT- 


Ф THE CURTAIN, WI 
A Nae тие 
[101] 


4 V 
и № 


Л / b Й | 
Седи ТА, 


=з 


IT's 

TREASURE ТО А 

THÉ PEOPLE YOU'RE 
ROBBING и А 


IT'S A ТОТЕМ, BUT IT BRINGS US LUCK 7 50 THE. BELL MEANS 
M 5 fr^ TIRE SHIP'S SHIPPER SAYS CO. HE WONT ኸ AS MUCH AS FOOD 
BELA AWAY IN THE DEEP. 7” RIBE EAE 

ma ТО GET iT BACK.. 


<>) 


ў 


! 


| 


፲ይ CEEWMEN RE-EMBARK AFTER 
(EIR ATTACK ОМ THE FISHER PEOPLE. 


“УГ WELL FIND OUT WHAT THE TREASURES 
¥ WORTH WHEN WE GET IT BACK ТО 
THÉ. YOU'RE COMING 
COME! M 


SHIP! IF 
WITH US, 


== к= 
= 


BECAUSE THE CREWMEN 
STOLE THE FOOD! АМ 


N 


YOU 10) IS MAN? 
OR HATE HIM? 
723 


БН 
Po 

ve. 

2-0 


ረሽ А 


IM 


SOON, САР WILL COME! NO PPY wuo OR WHAT IS САР? 
‘LL HELP У АМАН... ል 60! 


D... A CULT 


АР BUTS Y 
GHT! OF THE FISHER 
PEOPLE 7 |. 


SO THIS IS THE GIRL?.. А FIGHTER, ТОО! 
DECORATIVE SHE TRIED TO 
= PROTECT US 


HOW DID HE KNOW 
ა ABOUT МЕ? 
ç A 


ШУ 


წ CAP KNOWS EVERY- 
Тим 


б... ALONG THIS. 
, COAST; HES KING... 


FISH- MEAL... ALLI CAN. ^ 
5006... BUT YOUR PEOPLE 


WO! ТАГ 
АМО ТНЕ й 
PRISONER WE ቃሥ 
TOOK 6 


HE'S LOCKED IN 
THE HUT THERE... 


THE GIRL 
DEFENDED 
HIM... 


YES! AT LEAST... 
ከ. 4 
= 


ий! 


መሪ 


TM SICK, | WOULDN'T ВЕ HERE ... 


W us WOUNDED, A PRISONER 
ሕጊ ES f TOU ДМ IF You'd OBEYED MC 


SOMETIMES 

A WOMAN ዘልፍ 

ТО ОВЕУ НЕР 
HEAR; 


THE MAN'S ል SLOB! ^ YOU STILL CARE FOR HIM? 
UNWORTHY OF YOUR, VLL MAKE SURE THE 


Е 
FISHER PEOPLE NURSE 
2 мы HIN BACK ТО 

HEALTH 7 


‘WOULDN'T 
DO TO SACRIFICE | 
ሪጋ д SICK MAN TO THE 
GOD OF 


THE. 
WOULD IT 2 


= 


| THE KING OF 

8 THE COAST 
IS READY TO 
ЕКЕН 
VILLAGE... № 


Ў Hes Sick or. 1 
YOU HEARD HIM 
| SAY SO, DIDN'T You 7 / 


YOU HEARD WHAT. 
THEY CALL ME... SHORT FOR “< 
CAPTAIN, SO THE LEGEND HAS IT... 


THERE IT 15... ITS PRE-CONTAMINATION, BUILT A CENTURY 
MY HOME... AGO... THE OLD PEOPLE CALLED IT AN - 
=> OCFANARIUM ... EXHIBITED Ше 
መም WHALES AND 


NO NEED TO 7 
HELP МЕТ > די‎ С 


j^ 
THE FISHER 


=P PEOPLE CALLED 
IVE LIVED. m 
ЗОО LONG AMONG | ჩ Š YOU CERTAINLY 
ს. PEASANTS, AXA... М ў ( LIVE LIKE ОМІ 


WHAT DOES CAP 
ГО KEEP UP 


| ነ BARREN WORLD, FOR. 
/ MOST PEOPLE 


+ í =. ANDI 
I ር е: ) а 
II! 5 E UGLY AND HARD? THE CANDLELIGHT.. Д 


RELAX, MY DEAR ! Nid 
YOU'RE HERE TO HAVE 
% А GOOD TIME ! 


FORGET THEM, AXA! 7 


‘STARVING ! 


ROUSE, THE 506 
LIVING, чо! 


175 TRUE, CAP! it 

IM FALLING IN 2 5ML 

LOVE WITH YOU! mE GOVE. A VISITOR t EROM 
ТНЕ FISHER PEOPLE ? 


UESSED RIGHT... КҮ 
KIPPER, THE LEADER \ 
НЕ FISHER PEOPLE... 
SECRET MIDNIGHT 
VISIT... 


HAVE YOU TRACKED DOWN 
THE CREWMEN YET, САР? 


22) 


IN ANY CASE, І KNOW | NEXT 
WHERE THEIR HIDE- 
OUT IS... וציו‎ N 


THE OVERHEARD 
CONVERSATION 
INTRIGUES АХА... 


> 
| WHERE'S 
Ч: АХА 
ს. 
ዞ MORNING. 
WALK, CAP... 
ALONE, BY 
ў 1127 1 


HAVE FOOLED МЕ... 
HAVEN'T NOTICED 
ІМ SEARCHING FOR 
“THE CREWMEN'S 
HIDEOUT... 


> — 

THIS POOL'S DANGEROUS. 

WALLS BREACHED, OPEN ТО THE SEA 
HELL, BUT 1 DON'T NEED TO EXPLAIN! 


TOO MANY. GUESTIONS, CAP! 
NOT ENOUGH ANSWERS 


I GIVE ORDERS. 2 
WOMAN, МОТ 
ANSWERS ! 

à fx 


STAY AWAY FROM. 


THAT SEA- POOLIN } 
À FUTURE! AND 


TENSION BETWEEN 
АХА AND THE KING 
THE COAST. 


Е 
IN, 50 WHAT 


ה 
МОВЕ ОО ሃዕሀ‏ 
WANT 4‏ 


? 


BUT I'VE ს 
7 GIVEN YOU THIS 
PALACE TO LIVI 


Ш ШШ? Love 


LOVE MEANS GIVING, 
TO ME 


BODIES, 

OUR MINDS, 

)N THOUGHTS. 
HEARTS 


KEEP YOUR SECRETS, CAP. 
BE THE KING OF THE COAST. 
BUT DON'T EXPECT TO 
RULE МЕ? 


YOU'VE. 
LOCKED YOUR: 
SELF 


- AWAY א‎ ў 
THERE እዚ DAY, 
Ё АХА! СОМЕ 


NOT UNTIL YOU'VE ANSWERED 
MY QUESTIONS ! 


| SPEND ANOTHER 
NIGHT ON YOUR 


I'LL NEED МУ 
SWORD, ANYWAY... 


Ға FLEET CC BOATS 


PUTTING INTO THE Bay! Ñ 


"THE FISHER PEOPLE? 


(со 


E 


m 


წს 

CAN'T WE KEEP 

THE WOMAN Ol 
OF THIS, CAP? 


WHY HAVE YOU ALL 
COME HERE, SKIPPER, 
ТО САР5 PALACE? ሥሥ: 
% Сү N 


WAIT, АХА! 
LET ME 


ሙ EXPLAIN ፣ 


‘YOU TELL МЕ, 
SKIPPER. 


2 187 \ 
ጾ WHY NOT? у 
፲፪ A МЕ AND Му ი № 
ВЭЭ / ы 2 TIRED OF BEING балан ЭГЭЭ», 
LLC 9 “ HIT BY THE MAKING ል “SACRIFICE ТО `Š 
й AME w CREW MEN... GOD OF THE POOL.. 


YOU MEAN 4 
7 А HUM. 
7 SACRIFICE ? d 


LV 


ዘህ 


THERE'S SOME KIND 
OF MONSTER IN THE 


САР TOLD 

US YOU HATED 

THE MAN DIRK... 

YOU'D BE GLAD 
ТО SEE НМ 

DEAD... 


IF IM. GOING ТО, 1 
1 MUST FÍND ANOTHER 
WAY DOWN TO THAT 

DEADLY SEA- POOL... 


A DOOR IN THE 
CLIFF - WALL... 


WE'VE GOT THE 
WOMAN TRAPPED, 
‘SKIPPER ! 


Ь WE MUST MAKE THAT Үү 
à, HUMAN SACRIFICE, 


, 
ПШ car's сот тоо" 
6009 3 
ANTS DIRK 0660, СУ 
56 НЕ CAN HAVE МЕ FOR HIMSELF: 


ЗЕЕ 525 
imn) ውሪ ቁ... 
CAN 
Т 2 UNS 
YY LIGHT YOUR. 
TORCHES, MEN! В 
SHE MUSTN'T 
ረጂ сет AWAY! ₪ 


Аха HAS DISCOVERED 
CAPS SECRET STORE- 
КООМ IN THE CLIFF... 


FROM THE VII 
ALONG THE 


UT THE CREW МЕМ 

IDED YOUR VILLAGE, 
ОМТ THEY? AND ЖҮ? 
LOOTED YOUR 
TREASURES! 


/ XC WERE RIGHT, WOMAN £ і ፐ NOW IT'S HERE ІМ 
THE CREW MEN 30050 THIS САР SECRE 


DO YOU WANT ІНЕ GOD 
| OFTHE POOL TO FAVOUR YOU, 
ti FISHER PEOPLE? THEN CAS! 
YOUR HUMAN SACRIFICE 
INTO THE WATER ! NOW! 


AVE ME 
ს FOR HIMSELF 


WE FOUND THIS IN ^ 2 “ KILL THE 
ህር መ 4; 9 TRAITOR ! 


МО, AXA! your ^ 
TE DU ERTER THE 
SEA-POOL, SO ARE YOU! 


AXA SWIMS ТО THE AID 
OF HER LOVER 


HELL, YES... LOOK! Дъ 


THE BLACK SHADOW 
UNDERWATER 7 

BULBOUS. 

| BODY... САМ 

TENTACLES. 

AM 


1.2204: 


LET 60, YOU 
‘BRUTE! 


Axa AND DIRK 

IN THE CLUTCHES | > 
2 NT 
OCTOPUS 


"М UNARMED! 
1 CAN'T, HELP 


፲፪ 
DRAGGING Үг 

МЕ 2 
DOWN... 48 


bU ONLY ONE WAY 
ТО DEAL WITH THESE 
BRITES.. A ሽም 


YOU PRETENDED Т 
TEAM NDED TO ВЕ 


ЛУЫ 


САР 5 GOT HIS BACK 
THE WALL/100... OR RATHER, 
ТО THE SEA- POOL... 


1 THOUGHT 
100.2. 
w ና 


URE 
RS ВЕБАМ:.. 


wi INDE 
THEIR RAIDS... 


STILL PREY ОМ & 
SETTLEMENTS ALONG 
AST... BUT THI 


AND YOU GOT YOUR 
usus m 
(Ай 


7 


SCAVENGING 
CREW MEN... J 


BUT | ა 
SHAN'T ВЕ 
A | HERE ТО HELP #> 


THE SETTLERS 
САМ WHAT'S THEIRS - 


VELLING ON, ARE | 
U? THEN YOU'LL 
Men 1922 
שו‎ < ა ЧАКА You? , 


SO THERE'LL BE PEACE NOW. 
74 AN АХА, ALONG THIS COAST . . . 


фаў Й 


= 
6 
ВК SUFFERING WORLD OUT 
“THERE, OVER THE HORIZON... 
STING, FOR SOMEONE TO 
BRING IT A LITTLE JOY AND HOPE... 


